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& FJ- W];; [L;ne afrial OfgI{l')SShLElt,uthe first sign of autumn in the traditional calendar, the air is filled with the chorus of cicadas like a shower of sound. = & B * Iz é)o L T 3 f |
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lwzrr?ulj?: a I}lli;rgric iastle town in Ena City, Gifu Prefecture, sits at the foot of Iwamura Castle—one of Japan's three great mountain castles—
and has quietly preserved its charm for over 800 years. Traditional merchant houses with white namako-kabe walls, gently flowing waterways,
N . and legends of a female castle lord tell stories of a rich past.The lwamura Lantern Walk began on the summer solstice as part of the Showa N _ =
P/SE/B Centennial celebrations. Inspired by an old custom of carrying lanterns during shrine festivals, the event was revived with the hope of E'(J 'ﬂﬂ H 9 )] W T T
2 & s renewing prayers to the land. A thousand lanterns sway from the eaves along the castle town’s main street, creating a magical nighttime /]“‘ 7:; D i — i I:E E HE [/
%3\ D scene.At Mansho Shoten, the Machimusume group rents out yukata and offers dressing services. Families stroll the lantern-lit streets, dressed 2 T&— T}_EIE L Fp ét R S b jli: ﬂ] i
N 'l( N in yukata, lanterns in hand—a nostalgic scene. The setting sun aligns with the western end of the street, adding quiet beauty to the I ' ,_1 . $Efi i D T
%2‘ % experience.Memories from the Showa era (1926-1989), when people walked to shrines with lanterns in hand, are gently rekindled in the S ff 7z L g = ?_IJ: c E ®
J?ﬁ‘ C 2 nights of Reiwa (2019-present), Japan's current era. Across generations, this tradition continues to glow with pride and quiet reverence. /‘7\ ﬁ Vi i@? s jé: % D % E ﬁé
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S T ° Shosho ~ Where Summer and Autumn Meet b 5 4 > S b ES L L W
%)J F Shosho marks the moment when summer heat begins to fade. In the foothills of Mt. Ena, the river runs cooler, dragonflies flit ~ [:E E L S I—u g2 | e VA T 0D % ~ . & T + B‘[ D 7 TN
D h - % ?bove riper}in(g ricle, rlz:\nd lhef airrgims at autumn’s approach. — < ﬁ§ 5 = < % 3 o J:]‘ h 5 3+ % :]‘BAU- e ﬁ b o {z]g N S *[] 7-/2{ K
~ yamura - A Cast v isdom — = J - 3
% i E G:‘E I\rﬁr}:lsﬁslorica:agleol?)r\:«r?o[Iwamura, wooden plaques engraved with the words of Edo-period scholar Sato Issai line the ﬁ T H H% f‘)( 7’; T - k (S 7'-1 7’-{ E L i 75 S = N D H# 9 *$ 7‘%
ﬁ L %{ %" slopes. Born here, Issai founded Chishinkan, Mino’s first domain school—Mino being the historic province that now forms the ﬂi ° D ﬁﬂ D 9 Li 6 D fk [’ ) D % o » < fn % EHT 'fjﬁ ® L %

southern part of Gifu Prefecture—, and inspired the “Three Principles of Learning’—a timeless call to pursue knowledge (*#)
throughout life. This October, the “Sato Issai Manabi no Hiroba” will open, its name written with the traditional %, an ancient
pictograph of a child learning beneath a tree. It reflects the idea that learning is nurtured through human connection, not
simply acquired from books.As you wander the quiet streets or touch the stone walls of [wamura Castle’s ruins, you may feel

}"f 103 + 115 the presence of centuries past—and an invitation to weave your own story into this living history. )F: ﬁB[J ; > E g /&\- i\ ﬁ % %T]‘
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