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Artur Galata: Latvian-born, he has traveled
to over 30 countries. A self-taught
Japanese speaker, he shares the charm
and quirks of Japan on X, gaining over
480k followers as a “Japan-loving Latvian.”

He admires how people in Japan '.H"-

constantly strive to make things better. -
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Once you enter Yumeshima,

you can travel the world!
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— First off, what’s your highlight at the Baltic Pavilion?
One of my favorite parts is the “Nature’s Pharmacy”
exhibition, where you can see around 300 kinds of herbal
specimens. In the Baltic region, it's common to use herbs
when you're feeling unwell. | think this display makes you
think about how connected we are to nature. It's simple,
beautiful, and deeply rooted in our culture.

— How has your experience been working at the Pavilion?

It's so amazing! My colleagues are super kind. Everyone’s
studying Japanese, just like | did! | feel thrilled working with
such motivated people. And the visitors are so friendly too.
We had a funny episode—someone stole our
Myaku-Myaku decoration from the entrance. But then
guests started bringing us replacements! One became two;
two became ten... in the end, we had 140 Myaku Myaku!
And, we donated them to The Osaka Women’s and
Children’s Hospital. It was such a touching experience—
like the whole community came together to help.

— With 158 countries and regions represented in the
EXPO, the Expo feels like a world trip. What do you love
most about traveling?

Meeting people is a big part of it, but if I'm being honest,
food! | remember my first time at a conveyor belt sushi
restaurant in Japan. | came across a weird-looking thing
called kani miso gunkan. | thought, “What is this
cement-looking food?” But | tried it... and it was
incredible! That moment of surprise turning into delight—
that’s the thrill of travel. My favorite restaurant in the
EXPO is the Portugal Pavilion. Highly recommended! Once
you enter Yumeshima, you can travel the world! And the
Commons area is just wild. In the Zimbabwe Pavilion, they
use VR to give you an authentic taste of the country—it
made me want to go there immediately. Yumeshima
might make you start planning your next trip on the spot!

— Lastly, what does the Expo mean to you?

Expo is where real culture exchange happens. People
from around the world come not only to share their
cultures but also to learn about Japan and others.
Meeting many open-minded, passionate people in one
place—that’'s what makes it special.
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Artur uses the chilled “KIZUNA §

Wall” to practice writing kanji in “'\\
the condensation.
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